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to be good enough for our kids and
grandkids who want to know that we
are leaving our Nation stronger than
the way we found it. Instead what this
Congress is doing and this administra-
tion is leaving us weaker than we used
to be. There should be more leadership
in this body, but with 435 people all
contending to represent their districts
back home, it is hard to characterize
Congress as much more than an orga-
nized appetite. That is why our wise
Founding Fathers gave us what they
thought would be presidential leader-
ship. That is why they gave the Presi-
dent the veto, for example, so that he
could take a congressional bill and
veto it.

Right now under President George W.
Bush, we have the first President since
James Garfield in 1881 never to have
vetoed a single bill. 1881 was a long
time ago. Poor President Garfield was
only in office for 6 months. President
Bush has been in office for 5 years,
without a single veto. So you really
have to go back even further than
President Garfield to find a President
who has accepted every bill that Con-
gress sent him as if it were perfect. For
that, to find a President who served
two full terms, you have to go back to
President John Quincy Adams. You can
see his portrait right outside this
Chamber. That is not a record to be
proud of. Because this Congress needs
to be tamed, it needs to be disciplined
and the veto is the constitutional
power the President has to do that.

But that is not the only power the
President has. He also has the power of
rescission. Every President since Rich-
ard Nixon has had that power. Every
President since Richard Nixon has used
that power except for President George
W. Bush. He has never used the power.
Let me give you an example. President
Clinton used it 163 times. President
Bush, Sr. used it, I think, 400 times.
President Reagan used it 600 times,
saving billions and billions of dollars of
unnecessary spending as they use it.
President Bush has never used that
power.

————

IRAQI ELECTIONS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 4, 2005, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. POE) is recognized during morning
hour debates for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, this year in
January, I had the honor to go to Iraq
for their first elections in history for a
democracy. Iraq is where the world
began, between the Tigris and Euphra-
tes Rivers. Myself and Congressman
CHRIS SHAYS of Connecticut were the
two Members of Congress that were in
Iraq on election day.

You remember, Mr. Speaker, those
were the times when the skeptics and
the terrorists said, Oh, there won’t be
an election. The Iraqis won’t do it.
They won’t go and vote. Yet they did.
Sixty-one percent of those people went
and voted.
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While there, I learned a lot from the
Iraqis. I learned, first of all, they are a
very proud people, that they are some-
what underestimated about their abil-
ity to have and believe in a democracy.
I also learned that those people are
just like us and all people in the world,
because, Mr. Speaker, down in our soul,
where we are made, every person has
the yearning to be free. The Iraqis are
no different than Americans or other
peoples in the world.

I also learned, Mr. Speaker, that they
will not be intimidated by the terror-
ists. The terrorists in January told the
Iraqis that if they go and vote, they
will be killed. They were told that if
they were seen with that purple finger,
they would be killed. Yet the Iraqis
voted. They willingly stuck their fin-
ger in that inkwell and stained their
finger for several days. I remember
here on the House floor where many of
us stood when the President of the
United States in his State of the Union
message talked about those Iraqi peo-
ple and how we stood defiant as well as
those people with our finger in the air,
showing that freedom will prevail and
rule the day.

Mr. Speaker, this has been an inter-
esting year for the Iraqi people. They
started a country in January with
their Parliament. They then elected a
Prime Minister, a President. They
wrote a constitution, they voted on it,
and they have all done it in less than 10
months. Remarkable. We sometimes
forget history. We forget our own his-
tory that it took us 13 years after 1776
to get our Constitution. In fact, only
nine States ratified it at first, and the
two big ones, New York and Virginia,
were late comers to the table. In fact,
North Carolina did not ratify it until
the next year and Rhode Island took 2
more years to ratify the U.S. Constitu-
tion. Not all Americans supported the
Constitution. One of my favorite Revo-
lutionary War people, Patrick Henry,
did not believe that the new Constitu-
tion should be ratified. He believed in a
stronger State instead of a Federal
Government.

We sometimes forget our own history
and we sometimes sell the Iraqi people
short as many people have done this
yvear. Those people, the Northeast
elites and the west coast Hollywood
leftists, said it would not happen, that
the Iraqis would not have a govern-
ment this year. But they did. Maybe
those folks seem to be somewhat dis-
appointed that the Sunnis, the Kurds
and the Shiites all came to the table
and voted for this Constitution. Those
Northeast elites and those west coast
Hollywood leftists were the same ones
who said that we couldn’t help Ger-
many and Japan in World War II. We
fought those two countries, those two
regimes of totalitarian states, but the
United States went in and set up de-
mocracies in both of those countries.
Now those countries are not only free
but they are world powers and they are
our allies.

And what if it happens? What if Iraq
and Afghanistan do the same thing
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that Germany and Japan did, become
world powers, become democracies and,
more importantly, become free and our
allies?

Mr. Speaker, democracy is the enemy
of terrorism and freedom is the enemy
of anarchy, and the people are the
enemy of dictators. The United States
in its history has gone to war numer-
ous times, but we go to war not to con-
quer but to liberate. We go to war not
to enslave but to set free. And so our
troops that I met with in January and
the troops that are serving there today
are serving a purpose in Iraq. I have
talked to them and they are proud that
they are able to represent the United
States and fight the war on terror. But
they are also proud of the fact that
they are setting up a democracy in
that land far, far away.

Mr. Speaker, history will look favor-
ably on our role in Iraq and Afghani-
stan. History will record what amazing
people these Americans were. It will be
a good time in history for the United
States and the Iraqi people.

Mr. Speaker, freedom once again has
ruled the day.

———

WHITE HOUSE HAS NOT BEEN
HONEST WITH AMERICAN PEO-
PLE ABOUT CIA LEAK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 4, 2005, the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. WATSON) is recognized dur-
ing morning hour debates for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, for 2
years now, the White House has not
leveled with the American people
about its involvement in the leaking of
a covert CIA operative’s name to the
press. As a former Ambassador, you
have covert agents operating within
your authority. To let those names be-
come public could destroy the whole
mission.

On October 1, 2003, White House press
secretary Scott McClellan was asked
about both Karl Rove and Scooter
Libby’s possible involvement in the
leaking of Valerie Plame’s identity.
Mr. McClellan told reporters that they
assured him they were not involved.
One month earlier, McClellan told re-
porters, ‘“‘If anyone in this administra-
tion was involved in it, they would no
longer be in this administration.”

Well, Mr. Speaker, it is clear that
both Rove and Libby were involved and
yet they both remain in the adminis-
tration. Does the President forget how
serious this issue is? Remember, it was
his own father, a former CIA director,
who said in 1999 that he had ‘‘nothing
but contempt and anger for those who
betray the trust by exposing the name
of our sources. They are, in my view,
the most insidious of traitors.”

Mr. Speaker, it is time the President
addresses these negative matters that
are infecting all areas of the Repub-
lican Party here in Washington.
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